
Sky Events Calendar • August, September and October 2019
All times listed are in Central Standard Time or Central Daylight Time, according to the time in effect on that date.

For more information, call the Museum at 337-291-5544 and ask to speak with someone in the planetarium. 
Some of these objects and events can be seen during Planetarium star parties —  check the Museum web site to 

see a list of star parties and other events hosted by the Planetarium.  Reminders of some of these events will 
appear on the Lafayette Science Museum Facebook page as the dates approach.

The Internet and media wildly over-hype non-events like “super moons” and “blue moons” and even some actual 
events like meteor showers.  We’ll give you more realistic information!

August 1 – 22:  During this period Mercury will be visible low in the eastern sky during morning 
twilight, appearing as a moderately bright star. 

August 7:  Binocular observers should look at the moon just after dark tonight.  Put the moon at about 
the “11 o’clock” position of the view, and on nearly the opposite side you will see the binary star 
Alpha Librae (also called Zubenelgenubi).  Although the moon will be only about 1.25 light 
seconds from Earth, Alpha Librae is about 75 light years distant!  Those two stars are far enough 
apart that about 60 solar systems would fit between them. 

August 9:  The very bright object near the moon tonight will be Jupiter.  They should be a striking 
sight in binoculars. 

August 11:  The bright object near the moon tonight will be Saturn. 

August 12/13:  The nearly full moon will spoil the Perseid meteor shower this evening.  Only a few 
meteors per hour will be seen in the brightly moonlit sky.  Diehard observers will have the best 
chance from about 4 to 5 a.m., but will need to be in the shadow of the setting moon with the moon 
behind them. 

August 24:  Between moonrise around midnight and 4 a.m., telescope observers may be able to see 
several occultations, when the moon seems to cover and then uncover distant stars as it orbits Earth. 

August 28:  Use binoculars, or better yet a low power telescope, to look at the very thin crescent moon 
between 5:00 and 5:30 a.m.  It will be passing between Earth and the rich star cluster Messier 44 
(“The Beehive”).  Telescope observers in particular may see many stars disappear and reappear as 
the moon slowly moves. 

September 3:  As the sky darkens, look at the moon in binoculars with the moon in the upper half of the 
view.  In the lower part of the view you will see the binary star Alpha Librae (also called 
Zubenelgenubi).  Although the moon will be only about 1.25 light seconds from Earth, Alpha Librae 
is about 75 light years distant!  Both stars are somewhat hotter and brighter than the sun. 

September 5:  The very bright object near the moon tonight will be Jupiter.  They should be a striking 
sight in binoculars. 

September 7:  Between 11 p.m. and midnight, the moon will appear close enough to the globular star 
cluster M22 that they may both be visible in the same low power telescope view.  The cluster will be 



almost directly below the moon’s terminator but at a distance of over 10,000 light years.  This will 
not be an easy observation, but would be pretty to find! 

September 8:  The bright object not far from the moon tonight will be Saturn. 

September 19/20:  From moonrise about 10:30 p.m. through dawn, the moon will appear close enough 
to the Hyades star cluster for the moon’s orbital motion to be noticeable against the background of 
stars over less than an hour.  There will be an occultation of a star before midnight.  As seen from 
Lafayette, it will disappear behind the lighted side of the moon at about 11:00 p.m. and reappear 
from behind the unlighted side about 11:58 p.m., best seen with a low power telescope. 

September 20 – October 1:  For telescope observers, throughout this period very bright Jupiter and its 
moons will be in the same low power view with a 9th magnitude globular star cluster called NGC 
6287.  It won’t be easy to find such a “faint fuzzy” in Lafayette’s light polluted sky, but rural 
observers will have a better chance. 

September 26:  The moderately bright star near the moon before dawn will be Regulus in Leo, the 
Lion. 

September 29:  Look for the thin crescent moon low in the west as the first stars come out tonight.  The 
very bright starlike object below it will be Venus, and the brightest starlike object to the left of Venus 
will be Mercury.  All three may fit into one view in very wide-angle binoculars. 

September 23:  The September Equinox will occur at 2:50 a.m., officially beginning Autumn in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 

October 3:  The very bright object by the moon tonight will be Jupiter.  They will be a nice sight 
together in binoculars. 

October 5:  The bright starlike object near the moon tonight will be Saturn. 

October 21/22:  The peak of the Orionid meteor shower occurs tonight but the nearly half moon rising 
by 1 a.m. will spoil the view.  There will be reasonably dark sky when some meteors might be seen 
between about 11:30 p.m. and 1 a.m. but even rural observers shouldn’t expect more than a dozen 
meteors during that time.  City observers will see almost none because of the lights. 

October 26:  The moderately bright starlike object below the moon during morning twilight will be 
Mars. 

October 29:  Look for the thin crescent moon low in the west as the first stars come out tonight.  The 
very bright starlike object below it will be Venus, with Mercury below and left of Venus.  All three 
may fit into one view in very wide-angle binoculars. 

October 30:  The very bright starlike object becoming noticeable low in the west during evening 
twilight is Venus. 

October 31:  The very bright starlike object near the moon tonight will be Jupiter. 


